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with the brandy traders, have completely desolated
the missions by almost universal drunkenness and
Lewdness — which have been Established therein
through the Continual impunity for both vices; the
Civil authorities not only tolerate but permit these,
inasmuch as, while able to Prevent them, they do
not. I have therefore no Hesitation in telling you
that if trading Commandants and garrisons of trad-
ing soldiers be again stationed in our missions up
here, we have no doubt that we shall be Compelled
to abandon them, because we shall be unable to do
anything for the salvation of souls. It is for you to
inform his Majesty of the extremity to which we
are reduced, and to ask him for our deliverance, so
that we may be able to labor for the establishment
of religion without the Hindrances that have
Hitherto impeded it.

And if, touched by the remonstrances that you
will convey to him, he should decide to send garri-
sons and Commandants up here no longer, and
should afterward wish to Know what would be most
advantageous for our missions and for the colony,
you ask that we state our opinions to you; that we
tell you whether it would be better to restore the 25
Permits, or to Establish posts which the Company
itself would maintain by means of as many persons
as it might Deem necessary, whom it would Select
and send here to carry on its Trade.® I will tell
you, in the first place, that your request takes for
granted what would be very desirable not to suppose;
it assumes that the Colony is to come up here to
carry on its trade among our savages, as it has been
accustomed to do for many years. But it would be
very desirable that the Colony should not come to



